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Chapter 1. Quick Start Guide

A quick guide through the first steps of installing and configuring up your very own phpBB 3.1

forum.

1. Requirements

phpBB has afew requirements which must be met before you are able to install and use

it. In this section, these requirements are explained.

* A webserver or web hosting account running on any major Operating System with

support for PHP

* A SQL database system, one of:

MySQL 3.23 or above (MySQL.i supported)

MariaDB 5.1 or above

MS SQL Server 2000 or above (via ODBC)

MS SQL Server 2005 or above (viathe native adapter, SQLSRV)
Oracle

PostgreSQL 8.3+

SQLite 2

SQLite 3

e PHP>=5.3.3, PHP < 7.0-dev

* getimagesize() function enabled

» Thefollowing PHP modules are required:

* json

» The following PHP modules are optional, but will provide access to additional

Corresponding PHP module for the database system you intend to use

features.

zlib Compression support

Remote FTP support
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e XML support
* Imagemagick support
* GD support

The presence of each of these required features will be checked during the installation
process, explained in Section 2, “Installation”.

2. Installation

phpBB 3.1 Ascraeus has an easy to use installation system that will guide you through
the installation process.

After you have decompressed the phpBB3 archive and uploaded the files to the location
where you want it to be installed, you need to enter the URL into your browser to open
the installation screen. The first time you point your browser to the URL (http://
wwwv. exanpl e. com phpBB3 for instance), phpBB will detect that it is not yet
installed and automatically redirect you to the installation screen.

Figure 1.1. Introduction

D Introduction - Mozilla Firefox

File Edit Mjew  History  Bookmarks  Tools  Help

Q:: - - I,;(_?'j ﬁ hitkp: f fvava, excample, comphpBB3/ installfinde:x. php
_,.{ - - _,.r" 1-\_»-/'\-\_»-‘{
OVERVIEW IHSTALL COHNVERT
! Introduction |ntdeuctiDn
License Welcome to our public beta of the n
Support for advanced users to try out on de

L T R Lt Pl A= e - -

The introduction page of the installation system.

I mportant

Make surethe .htaccessfileintheroot level of the phpBB3 folder isincluded
in the upload.
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2.1. Introduction

The installation screen gives you a short introduction into phpBB. It allows you to
read the license phpBB 3.1 is released under (the General Public License) and provides
information about how you can receive support. To start theinstallation, click the Install
tab (see Figure 1.1, “Introduction”).

2.2. Requirements

| mportant

Please read the section on phpBB3's requirements to find out more about the
phpBB 3.1's minimum requirements.

The requirements list is the first page you will see after starting the installation. phpBB
3.1 automatically checks if everything that it needs to run properly is installed on your
server. In order to continue the installation, you will need to have PHP installed (the
minimum version number is shown on the requirements page), and at |east one database
available to continue the installation. It is also important that all shown folders are
available and have the correct permissions set. Please see the description of each section
tofind out if they are optional or required for phpBB 3.1 to run. If everything isin order,
you can continue the installation by clicking the Start Install button.

2.3. Database settings

You now have to decide which database to use. See the Requirements section for
information on which databases are supported. If you do not know your database settings,
please contact your hosting company and ask for them. Y ou will not be able to continue
without them. Y ou need:

The Database Type - the database you will be using (e.g. MySQL, SQL server, Oracle)
» The Database server hosthame or DSN - the address of the database server.

» The Database server port - the port of the database server (most of the time thisis
not needed).

* The Database name- the name of the database on the server.

» The Database username and Database password - thelogin datato accessthe database.
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Tip

PostgreSQL Users: Use localhost to connect to the local server via UNIX
domain socket and 127.0.0.1 to connect via TCP.

SQLite Users: Enter the full path (absolute) to your database file in the
DSN field and leave the username and password fields blank. For security
reasons, you should make sure that the databasefileis not stored in alocation
accessible from the web.

Figure 1.2. Database settings

Database Configuration

Database type: MySQL with MySQLI Extension
Database server hostname or DSN: lacalhost
DEM stands for Data Source Mame and is relevant ond)
for QDBC installs
Database server port:
Leave this bignk unless pou know the server operates

5 NoN=-5tsnhoar ,l'_,l-. s
Database name: joesforum
Database username: joebloggs
Database password: e
Prefix for tables in database: phpbb_

Proceed to next step

The database settings screen, please make sure to have al the required data available

You don't need to change the Prefix for tables in database setting, unless you plan on
using multiple phpBB installations on one database. In this case you can use a different
prefix for each installation to make it work.

After you have entered your details, you can continue by clicking the Proceed to next
step button. Now, phpBB 3.1 will test and verify the data you entered.

If you see a"Could not connect to the database” error, this means that you didn't enter
the database data correctly and it is not possible for phpBB to connect. Make sure that
everything you entered is in order and try again. Again, if you are unsure about your
database settings, please contact your host.
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Tip

Remember that your database username and password are case sensitive.
Y ou must use the exact one you have set up or been given by your host

If you installed another version of phpBB before on the same database with the same
prefix, phpBB will inform you and you just need to enter a different database prefix.

If you see the Successful Connection message, you can continue to the next step.

2.4. Administrator details

Now you have to create your administration user. Thisuser will have full administration
accessand hewill bethefirst user onyour forum. All fieldson thispage arerequired. Y ou
can also set the default language of your forum on this page. In avanilla (basic) phpBB
3.1linstallation we only include English [GB]. Y ou can download further languages from
www.phpbb.com, and add them later.

2.5. Configuration file

Inthisstep, phpBB will automatically try to writethe configuration file. The forum needs
the configuration to run properly. It contains al of the database settings, so without it,
phpBB will not be able to access the database.

Usually, automatically writing the configuration fileworksfine. But in some casesit can
fail due to wrong file permissions, for instance. In this case, you need to upload the file
manually. phpBB asks you to download the config.php file and tells you what to do with
it. Please read the instructions carefully. After you have uploaded the file, click Done to
get to the last step. If Done returns you to the same page as before, and does not return
a success message, you did not upload the file correctly.

2.6. Advanced settings

The Advanced settings allow you to set some parameters of the board configuration.
They are optional, and you can always change them later if you wish. So if you are
unsure of what these settings mean, ignore them and proceed to the final step to finish
the installation.

If the installation was successful, you can now use the Login button to visit
the Administration Control Panel. Congratulations, you have installed phpBB 3.1
successfully. But thereis still alot of work ahead!

If you are unable to get phpBB 3.1 installed even after reading this guide, please look at
the support section to find out where you can ask for further assistance.
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At this point if you are upgrading from phpBB 2.0 or phpBB 3.0, you should refer to
the upgrade guide for further information. If not, you should remove theinstall directory
from your server as you will only be able to access the Administration Control Panel
whilst it is present.

3. General settings

In this section you will learn how to change some of the basi ¢ settings of your new board.

Right after theinstallation you will be redirected to the so called " Administration Control
Panel" (ACP). You can also access this panel by clicking the [Administration Control
Panel] link at the bottom of your forum. In this interface you can change everything
about your board.

3.1. Board Settings

Thefirst section of the ACP you will probably want to visit right after theinstallation is
"Board Settings'. Here you can first of all change the name (Site name) and description
(Site description) of your board.

Figure 1.3. Board Settings
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Here you can edit the Site name and Site description of your board.

This form also holds the options for changing things like the main site URL as well as
the date format used to render dates/times (Date format).

Thereyou can aso select anew style (after having installed it) for your board and enforce
it on all membersignoring whatever style they've selected in their "User Control Panel”.
The style will also be used for al forums where you haven't specified a different one.
For details on where to get new styles and how to install them, please visit the styles
home page at phpbb.com.

If you want to use your board for a non-English community, this form also lets you
change the default language (Default Language) (which can be overridden by each user
intheir UCPs). By default, phpBB3 only shipswith the English language pack. So, before
using thisfield, you will have to download the language pack for the language you want
to use and install it. For details, please read Language packs .
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3.2. Board Features

If you want to enable or disable some of the basic features of your board, this is the
place to go. Here you can alow and disallow for example username changes (Allow
Username changes) or the creation of attachments (Allow Attachments). Y ou can even
disable BBCode altogether (Allow BBCode).

Figure 1.4. Board Features
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If disabling BBCode completely is a bit too harsh for your taste, but you don't want
your users to abuse the signature field for tons of images? Simply set Allow use of IMG
BBCode Tag in user signatures to "No". If you want to be a little bit more specific on
what you want to allow and disallow in users signatures, have alook at the "Signature
Settings' form.

The "Board Features' form offers you a great way to control the features in an all-or-
nothing way. If you want to get into the details on each feature, there is for everything
also a separated form which let's you specify everything from the maximum number of
characters allowed in apost (Max characters per post in "Post Settings') to how large a
user's avatar can be (Maximum Avatar Dimensionsin "Avatar Settings').

I mportant

If you disable features, these will also be unavailable to users who would
normally have them according to their respective permissions. For detailson
the permissions system, please read Section 5, “ Setting permissions’ or the
in-depth quide in the Administrator Guide.

4. Creating and setting up forums

Forums are the sections where topics are stored. Without forums, your users would have
nowhere to post! Creating forumsis very easy.
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Firstly, make sure you are logged in. Find the [ Administration Control Panel ] link at
the bottom of the page, and click it. Y ou should be in the Administration Index. Y ou can
administer your board here.

There aretabs at the top for the Administration Control Panel that will guide you to each
category. Y ou must get to the Forum Administration section to create a forum, so click
the Forums tab.

The Forum Administration Index is where you can manage forums on your site. Along
with being able to create forums, you are also able to create subforums. Subforums are
forums that are located in a parent forum in a hierachy. For more information about
subforums, see the administration guide on subforums.

Find the Create new forum button on the right side of the page. Type in the name of the
forum you wish in the textbox located directly to the left of this button. For example, if
the forum name was to be Test, in the text box put Test. Once you are done, click the
Create new forum button create the forum.

Y ou should see a page headed with the text " Create new forum :: Test". Y ou can change
options for your forum; for example you can set what forum image the forum can usg, if
it's a category, or what forum rules text will belong to the forum. Y ou should type up a
brief description for the forum as users will be able to figure out what the forum isfor.

Figure 1.5. Creating a new forum

GENERAL FORUME POSTING USERS AND GROUPS PERMISSIONS CUSTOMISE MAINTENANCE SYSTEM

Create new forum

he form below will allow you to customise this forum. Please note that moderation and ¢
forurn permissions for aach USEr OF ESEROre

FORm settngs

Forum type: Foram v

FAIHLIPA IR 13 1 HOH S5 TONS Parent forum: Mo parent - |

Here you can choose the name and the description of your a new forum.

The default settings are usually good enough to get your new forum up and running;
however, you may change them to suit your needs. But there are three key forum settings
that you should pay attention to. The Parent Forum setting allows you to choose which
forum your new forum will belong to. Be careful to what level you want your forum
to be in. (The Parent Forum setting is important when creating subforums. For more
information on subforums, continue reading to the section on creating subforums) The
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"Copy Permissions" setting allows you to copy the permissions from an existing forum
to your new forum. Use thisif you want to keep permissions constant. The forum style
setting allows you to set which style your new forum will display. Y our new forum can
show a different style to another. For more information on each forum setting, see the
Section 3, “Forum Admin”

Once you're done configuring the settings of your new forum, scroll to the bottom of
the page and click the Submit button to create your forum and it's settings. If your new
forum was created successfully, the screen will show you a success message.

If you wish to set permissions for the forum (or if you do not click on anything), you
will see the forum permissions screen. If you do not want to (and want to use the default
permissions for your new forum), click on the Back to previous page link. Otherwise,
continue and set each setting to what you wish. Once you are done, click the Apply
all Permissions button at the bottom of the page. You will see the successful forum
permissions updated screen if it worked.

| mportant
If you do not set any permissions on this forum it will not be accessible to
anyone (including yourself).

Y ou have successfully updated your forum permissions and set up your new forum. To

create more forums, follow this general procedure again.

For more information on setting permissions, see Section 5, “ Setting permissions”

5. Setting permissions

After you created your first forum, you have to decide who has accessto it and what your
users are alowed to do and what not. Thisiswhat Permissionsare for. Y ou can disallow
guests to post or hand out moderating powers, for instance. Almost every aspect of user
interaction with phpBB3 Ascraeus can be adjusted with permissions.

5.1. Permission types

There are four different types of permissions:
1. User/Group permissions (global) - e.g. disallow changing avatar
2. Administrator permissions (global) - e.g. allow to manage forums

3. Moderator permissions (global or local) - e.g. alow to lock topics or ban users (only
global)
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4. Forum permissions (local) - e.g. allow to see aforum or post topics

Each permission type consists of a different set of permissions and can apply either
locally or globally. A global permission typeis set for your whole bulletin board. If you
disallow one of your users to send Private Messages, for instance, you have to do this
with the global user permission. Administrator permission are also global.

Figure 1.6. Global and local per missions

GLOBAL PERMISSIONS

Users’ permissions GI
" obal
Groups’ permissions
> Administrators Permissions

Global moderators

FORUM BASED PERMISSIONS

Forurn permissions

Local
Forurmn rmoderators . .
Users’ forum permissions PermISSIOHS

Groups” forum permissions

Global and local permissions

On the other hand local permissions do only apply to specific forums. So if you disallow
someone to post in one forum, for instance, it will not impact the rest of the board. The
user will still be able to post in any other forum he has the local permission to post.

Y ou can appoint moderators either globally or locally. If you trust some of your users
enough, you can make them Global Moderators. They can moderate all forumsthey have
access to with the permissions you assign to them. Compared to that, local moderators
will only be able to moderate the number of forums you select for them. They can aso
have different moderator permissions for different forums. While they are able to delete
topicsin one forum, they may not be allowed to do it in another. Global moderators will
have the same permissions for al forums.

5.2. Setting forum permissions

To set the permissions for your new forum we need the local Forum Based Permissions.
First you have to decide how you want to set the permissions. If you want to set them
for asingle group or user, you should use the Group or User Forum Permissions. They
will alow you to select one group or user, and then select the forums you want to set
the permissionsfor.

But for this Quick Start Guide we will concentrate on the Forum Permissions. Instead
of selecting a user or group, you select the forums you want to change first. You can
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select them either by selecting the forums manually in the top list, or by single forum
and singleforum plus subforums respectively in the lower pull down menus. Submit will
bring you to the next page.

Figure 1.7. Select Groups
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Select Groups or Users to set Forum Permissions

The Forum Permissions page shows you two columns, one for users and one for groups
to select (see Figure 1.7, “Select Groups”). The top lists on both columns labelled as
Manage Users and Manage Groups show users and groups that already have permissions
on at least one of your selected forums set. You can select them and change their
permissions with the Edit Permissions button, or use Remove Permissions to remove
them which leads to them not having permissions set, and therefore not being able to
see the forum or have any access to it (unless they have access to it through another
group). The bottom boxes allow you to add new users or groups, that do not currently
have permissions set on at least one of your selected forums.

To add permissions for groups, select one or more groups either in the Add Groups list
(thisworks similar with users, but if you want to add new users, you haveto typethemin
manually inthe Add Userstext box or usethe Find amember function). Add Permissions
will take you to the permission interface. Each forum you selected is listed, with the
groups or users to change the permissions for below them.

There are two waysto assign permissions: Y ou can set them manually or use predefined
Permission Roles for a ssmpler but less powerful way. You can switch between both
approaches any time you want. You can skip the manual permission introduction and
jump directly into the section on "Permissions Roles’, if you are eager to get everything
running as quickly as possible. But remember that permission roles do only offer asmall
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bit of what the permission system has to offer and we believe that to be agood Ascraeus
administrator, you have to fully grasp permissions.

Both ways only differ in the way you set them. They both share the same interface.

5.3. Manual permissions

Thisisthe most important aspect of permissions. Y ou need to understand thisto properly
work with them. There are three different values that a permission can take:

* YESwill allow a permission setting unlessit is overwritten by a NEVER.
* NO will be disallow a permission setting unlessiit is overwritten by a YES.

* NEVER will completely disalow a permission setting for a user. It cannot be
overwritten by a YES.

The three values are important as it is possible for a user to have more than one set of
permissions for the same setting through multiple groups. If the user is a member of the
default "Registered Users' group and a custom group called "Senior Users' you created
for your most dedicated members, both could have different permissions for seeing a
forum. In this example you want to make aforum called "Good old times' only available
to the "Senior Users' group, but don't want all "Registered Users' to seeit. You will of
course set the Can see forum permission to Yes for "Senior Users'. But do not set the
permission to Never for "Registered Users'. If you do this, "Senior Members' will not
see the forum asthe Never overrides any Y esthey have. Leave the setting at No instead.
Noisaweak Never that a'Y es can override.

Figure 1.8. Manual permissions
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5.4. Permissions roles

phpBB3 Ascraeus ships with anumber of default permission roles, that offer you awide
variety of options for setting permissions. Instead of having to check each radio button
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manually, you can select a predefined role in the Rolepull down list. Each role has a
detailed description, that will pop up when you hover your mouse over it. Submit your
changes with Apply Permissions or Apply All Permissions when you are satisfied with
them. That will set the permissions and you are done.

Figure 1.9. Pe